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THEMETEXT 2:

Climate change conference. The future of the planet. In December, they will be at the negotiation table, right here in Copenhagen. 

What will the negotiation climate be like? That depends partly on the way they are seated.

In Chaplin’s The Great Dictator, the dictators Hynkel and Napolini compete as to who can raise their barber chair the highest. This is the way of negotiations: The way we are seated determines our negotiation situation. And it affects the outcome.

Furniture forms meeting places. Furniture creates possibilities. It can promote dialogue and create an imaginary centre that offers a direction one can relate to and thus feel comfortable.

Being backed up against the wall can cause a freeze. If we are to trust each other, seating matters. Chairs make the man. Cabinet seats can be hot. People on thrones are prone to pose.
John F. Kennedy sat in “The Chair”. Furniture can embrace, create calm, openness and confidence. It can cover your back and create eye contact, eye level encounters and physical equitability. 

The parliament in a contemporary democracy is often the most beautiful, dignified and perhaps the largest building in the country. Its members should feel freedom, privilege and responsibility, and these features should be expressed and reflected in the physical setting. In crucial international negotiations too, the architecture should help provide the proper setting. 

But even closer to the body is the furniture. It has the capacity to make key contributions to foster trust, understanding, determination. This is the case in December too. Hopefully it will. For the sake of the negotiation climate, the earth’s climate, our future. 
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