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THEMETEXT 1:

GLYPTOTEKET ON DEMOCRACY

Democracy (Greek: demokratia, from démos - people, and kratía - rule, reign). Popular rule, a political system where the power rests with the people. 

Democracy was first practised in Athens in ancient Greece in the years 507 to circa 200 B.C., albeit with interruptions. Initially the system applied was direct democracy: one man, one vote. Specifically Athenian males over the age of 20. When a man was over the age of 30, he was eligible as a civil servant or a juror. Women, slaves and foreigners were not allowed to vote. The centre of power rested with the people’s assembly, the people’s court and the newly established Council of Five Hundred.

Today, “democracy” is considered an indisputable good that the Western world consistently seeks to promote around the world. In antiquity, democracy was debated from the outset, and it was viewed with considerable scepticism by leading philosophers. Democratic rule, however, was widespread in the ancient Greek city states for centuries, and then democracy went into hibernation for almost two thousand years. Democracy did not make its reappearance until the Age of Enlightenment in the 1700s, initially as an ideal, which in time became reality. 

The original form of democracy was direct democracy, where decisions were made directly by the people. This form of democracy still exists in the form of binding referendums. 

Over the centuries, there was growing recognition of the impracticalities of maintaining a large-scale ruling assembly in societies that had grown much larger than the old Greek city states. Representational democracy is the most common form today. Here, the citizens elect a small number of people to represent them, and these representatives then make decisions on behalf of the citizens.
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